Tachinid flies are an important group of parasitoids in their larval stage, and all their hosts are of the Arthropoda, almost exclusively other insects, including important insect pests in agriculture and forestry. All known Egyptian taxa of the family Tachinidae are systematically catalogued. Synonymies, type localities, type depositories, world distributions by biogeographic realm(s) and country, Egyptian localities, and dates of collection are provided. A total of 72 tachinid species belonging to 42 genera, 15 tribes, and 4 subfamilies has been treated.
Background
Tachinidae are a large and cosmopolitan family of flies within the superfamily Oestroidea. It is the second largest family in the order Diptera (Irwin et al. 2003) , with some 1500 recognized genera (O'Hara 2016) and more than 8500 described species (O'Hara 2013) worldwide. However, the estimated true diversity of the family is probably double the number of the currently known species, making this family a good candidate for the first largest family of Diptera (O'Hara, 2008 and 2013 and Pape et al. 2011 .
Tachinid flies range in size from 2 to 20 mm, and most of them are larger than a house fly and noticeably more bristly, especially on thoracic dorsum and third to fifth abdominal segments; however, across the family there is a tremendous variety of shapes, colors, and degree of bristling. In addition to features shared with other families of the super family Oestroidea (Rhinophoridae, Sarcophagidae, Calliphoridae, and Oestridae), adult tachinids can be recognized by the developed postscutellum (a rounded bulge below the hind part of the thoracic dorsum) (O'Hara 2008) . The family is divided into four subfamilies: Dexiinae, Exoristinae, Phasiinae, and Tachininae. All four subfamilies are represented in Egypt as shown in the present results.
Tachinid flies are nectar or honeydew feeders as adults and are effective pollinators (Tooker et al. 2006 ). However, they are an important group of parasitoids in their larval stage, and all their hosts are of the phylum Arthropoda, almost exclusively other insects, including insect pests in agriculture and forestry. They typically parasitize phytophagous larvae of Lepidoptera and Coleoptera or nymphs of Hemiptera and Orthoptera. Consequently, tachinid flies have been successfully applied in programs of biological control against different insect pests (Stireman et al. 2006; O'Hara 2008 and Tschorsnig 2010) .
No comprehensive taxonomic studies on the family Tachinidae have been carried out in Egypt before. Only one published study, Steyskal and El-Bialy (1967) , listed the Egyptian species of dipterous families including Tachinidae based on literature and specimens deposited in the main Egyptian insect collections. However, despite its importance, the list included only the names of species within the family ordered alphabetically without referring to their suprageneric classification or to other important data such as original descriptions, type localities, synonymies, world distribution, type depositories, and local distribution. Another study, an unpublished Ph.D. thesis by Dr. Fathy Negm (Plant Protection Institute, Ministry of Agriculture) was completed in 1987 and reviewed the taxonomy of Egyptian Tachinidae. The author mainly adopted the classification of the Palaearctic catalogue of Herting (1984) .
All missing data and deficiencies in previous Egyptian studies have been perfected with an updated taxonomy of the Egyptian Tachinidae in the present catalogue.
The present study is one in a series of planned studies on different Egyptian dipteran families aiming to catalogue the order Diptera as a whole in Egypt.
Egypt, as a part of the Great Desert Belt, is characterized by a warm and almost rainless climate (El-Hawagry 2017) .
Material and methods
The present catalogue is based mainly on specimens collected by the author and his co-workers from different Egyptian localities, in addition to data compiled from specimens preserved in the main Egyptian insect collections, especially EFC and PPDD. A great deal of information, including synonymies and distributional data is obtained from relevant literature and website databases as well. Of the most important literature reviewed are Kugler (1980a); Herting (1984) ; Cerretti and Freidberg 2009; O'Hara et al. (2009); O'Hara and Cerretti (2016); and Pape and Thompson (2017) .
Scope
This catalogue treats all names of taxa of the family Tachinidae recorded from Egypt.
Arrangement of taxa
All taxa are arranged alphabetically. Old world synonyms, including all available and unavailable names, are chronologically listed.
Typographical treatment of names
Family-group headings are centered and written in bold uppercase letters. Genus-group headings are left-justified and written in bold uppercase letters. Species-group headings are left-justified and written in bold italicized lowercase letters except the first letter which is written uppercase. Authorship of genera, subgenera, and species are written in lowercase letters except the first letter which is written in uppercase. Taxonomically valid genus-group names (senior synonyms) are listed again in bold italicized lowercase letters (except the first uppercase letter) and left-justified under the headings followed by the reference including author, year, and journal pages. Taxonomically valid species-group names combined with their original genera (senior synonyms) are listed again in regular italicized lower case letters (except the first uppercase letter) and left-justified under the headings followed by the reference including author, year, and journal pages. Type species for all nomenclaturally available genus-group names are given after the reference line, followed by method of their fixation. For each genus and species-group name, associated synonyms are listed in a chronological order. They are written in regular italicized lowercase letters (except the first uppercase letter), followed by the reference and other data as in senior taxa. The rank of types that currently exist (e.g., syntype, holotype, lectotype) is given after the reference of each species-group taxon, followed by its location (depository) in museums, which is given as abbreviations in parenthesis. The type locality of each species-group taxon is given at the end after its type depository. Countries and islands of type localities are usually broken down to states, provinces, archipelagos, ecological zones, towns, and villages. These "sublocalities" are placed in parentheses after the main locality, e. g., "Egypt (Sinai)" . The sublocalities may be more broken down to "smaller sublocalities". These "smaller sublocalities" are written after a colon following the sublocality, e.g., "Egypt (Sinai: Tor)".
Distribution
A complete world distribution by biogeographic realm(s) and country of each tachinid species, as is known from the literature, is listed in alphabetical order. Distribution localities preceded by a question mark (?) are considered questionable.
Egyptian localities and dates of collection
The Egyptian localities from which each tachinid species is collected and dates of collection are given to map a picture for the distribution and activity periods of the species in the different ecological zones of Egypt. Localities within each ecological zone are arranged alphabetically and written after a colon following the ecological zone, e.g., "Coastal Strip: Mariout". Spelling of locality names in Egypt almost follows El-Hawagry and Gilbert (2014) and El-Hawagry (2015 and 2017) . Egyptian localities and dates of collection are not precisely known.
Subfamily TACHININAE Tribe ERNESTIINI
Genus EURITHIA Robineau-Desvoidy Erigone Robineau-Desvoidy, 1830: 65 (junior homonym of Erigone Audouin, 1826). Type species: Erigone anthophila Robineau-Desvoidy, 1830, by subsequent designation of Townsend (1932: 42) .
Eurithia Robineau-Desvoidy, 1844: 24. Type species: Erigone puparum Robineau-Desvoidy, 1830 (= Tachina caesia Fallén, 1810), by monotypy.
Eurithia castellana (Strobl, 1906) Erigone castellana Strobl, 1906: 338 . Holotype male (NMBA). Spain (Madrid). Holotype may be lost, see O'Hara et al. (2009) Robineau-Desvoidy (1863a: 131) .
Bonellia Robineau-Desvoidy, 1830: 56 (junior homonym of Bonellia Rolando, 1822). Type species: Bonellia tessellans Robineau-Desvoidy, 1830, by subsequent designation of Townsend (1916: 6 Genus ROSSIMYIOPS Mesnil -Rossimyiops achilleae -Rossimyiops magnificus Tribe SIPHONINI Genus ACTIA Robineau-Desvoidy -Actia crassicornis (Meigen, 1824) Genus PERIBAEA Robineau-Desvoidy -Peribaea orbata (Wiedemann, 1830) -Peribaea palaestina (Villeneuve, 1934) 
